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TO BE KEPT UNDKH LOCK AND KBY. 

It it raauMUd tkftt noUl ««<• mu b« Ukm to 
Mm IM MMW d doom 



The Bi^t Hen. Sir Jonr Siifoar, KG., MP., Ohundlar of th» 

Exchequer (in the Chair). 

The A^t H<HL Sir Kjngbley Wcxid, The Bight Hoo. LoatD 
M.F., SaoreUry of State ior Air. MiiuBtor without FortMio, 

The following wrae also prooMri^ : 




Sir LmxLOT OuPMANT, Deputy Under- 
SMMtuy of Stoto, Forofgn Offloe. 



Admiral of the Fbet Bir Dddut 
PoDND, Fixit Sea Lord aihd Ohfaf of 
Naval Stair. 

Air Vice-Marshal K C. 



Lieutenant-O^neral Sir Ronald Adam, 

Bt^D^rat^Chief of the Imperial j Deputy Chief of U» Air Staff. 

iSaiwfiflfAtf. 
Sir BuFBRT Hownm, 
Majov-Qwnl H. L. Imuay^ 
Mr. F. HiaiiiDra. 
lCr< W. D. WiuwiW 
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4ir OpemtionA 

Hin4 OpflMiou 

Ik Military Situation Id Polaikd 

Military Situation on the Weatem Fnot 
Eaemy Supping in Nfotnl PaetM 
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Poland ... ... ... «. 

.. The QBlioianOiltifiLdii, 

Pt^Dd by tlie U,S.S:R 

Departure of Soviet Officuli fraa the UnitMl Kiagdon 149 

United States of Amerka 14S 

Advlaa to UdM Bt^tv fiWniiB to invi atdfti <d boUifwM 

Mbh^ to b» Mt to the Fiine MlnlHii 14S 





■ n i ' V TM Wic iCilnkwt took nojto^iiB* abore jUlMMt and 



(Prevlcnifl 



^ TJI« #^ 8*a Lord said that an oatwwd bcniibd 

Bhcvla hne fbnMd a put. 



aaead of tlie cooroy ofww<u it 



matter woa betn^ iovwUgated. 

The City oj Paru,^ which waa ™ northbrnuid East Doast 



S^S^iiL ooTxypy, had leSi J^IilBd off Aldeba^ It was hoped to get ber 
^^^T iotoport. There waa reaa<m to bdkrro that Qip C^y tf/ f attfl 
tTTo ships preriooftly reported M nrnk, mm vii^na erf Htgortn 

mines. These were minea laid on tie bottom of t^e ssa, irfudi 
■nioded when a majguetiaed body pasaed above Lhi^m. They irere 
Sm'^tfftKuFfo deaTwiUi than ordinaiy mines, a-s thay could not 
tesn^ iligin theoBiial way. The Admiralty woold t4^ ste^ to 
dei^ >!ntb theiii if tbcor presoiDD ii«re e rt ab fid wd. 

'ftero had been sis attacks on enemy aobniftrinea and a tm aa^ 
ainong^t our own shipping was reported from the Dover m i nn lW d , 
A tnc iriiich had gone to the assistance of the two destroyers wfcwfc 
in CcdlisTon (WM. (30). 13^ CooduaioEks, Minute S) had 

0 beMi forttedoed- 

la reply to ait ^Lqniry by the Mmiatv withqut Fortioiii^ the 
Firot 3eaXo]rd iiaiil that all merchv^ shipa wan being fitted with 
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The War Cilanet took note of As above atatenwnt. 



no 



Mth/ CV^/ o/ rAfl ImpfiiiaL G«n*rmt Staff Bmid tliat 
' been received from our MOitai? Miflakm 



rbm BiMin 



iwftidi^ fibe: QerA^-Folidi opeiitionB. 

The moat sDiioiis news, received early that nonliw, . 

tie BnHsiftn inraeitai of the Eastern ¥tOD.tm <4 FntoML ^OdS^ 
be Bean from Sit Seeds' TaWrara No. ^£86 of the 17th Septt^^. 
tto Soviet (Government Were flifld to have stated "that ther4^*«;' 
'jfiE^teoper Governmeut in P**^ with whnm they oould gart iir^g 

^MJ7^ m Compelled to prot^'-W^I*»Mtt^^f ' Whit^S^ 
O^t'iAs^ -. uiraini^ Miiwiti^ wJPdin.}.'- . .. 
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rti of the I^i*:a4*^a^r'¥'bc^'ae 
Wbite RiiesijiiiH, ivho ft might be afiflamed 
wunld Tuf^lit in any evoJit. the effect vis-^-^ia Germany and 
Poland might not be vepj seriooB, as the Gennana i^mld then hay© . 
toCOWtiowfitthting tWs<^ onitsof the Poljafa j*^"^ — 

m^tsitm^^'oi the opuniry inhfthitad by PoE&f " 
wid putude uie areu alr«a<& overrun by QennjiDj^ . 

In any eroat, it might be expected that the fioHian adraiiGe 
would certainly be slow and that, if the BnsBians penetrated aa fiLr 
as the Gajpathians. their preaeuce there, while catting di tbc^FbliK 
fhm ItooWDia. wodd also havs the dfect of impedii^ the pngnia 
of/ aad adght indood vhoUy pi^yent, m German advum fran 
Poland into Qoomania, aince the Rnsdan and German Unei of 
communicstioD wonld be crossinE in the I^mberg area. So far aa 
was known, the Oiermans had up to the present cmly been able to 
movi; one mechaniBed and ooe infantry divieion towards South- 
eaotern Poland. Goutimioatioiks from SoaUk-eaatern Poland into 
Boomania, both rafl and ro«d, were bftd and it would, in any 
circmnstances, be difficult for Germany to Bta« a l^^e-scale 
inTasioD of the latter oountiy hy that route. Indeed, if Germany 
decided to inTade Ttnunanifc, abe woold be much mon lUnfy to do 
ao via Hu&gary than throng Bonf h pattern FolMid- ' ' ' ' 

Tfae anmesticD wwt made that it was jmboUe that the 
Germans had agreed at Moscow th^t tbi^ Koviet mvadpn of Eastern 
Poland should take p^a^. It waa dLs;.urbing to think that acme 
stmilar secrcl 'tgrcfment might have been made between tbe two 
ooontfiea in regard to Soumania- Whan the German and Buaiian 
tnxm made contact in Poland, Hitler would be faoed with tbe 
pp>!)lem of preventing the diaaeminati™ of Bolshevik doctrines in 
Germany, in rward to which be had hitherto held very strong viewa- 
Tbe War Cabinet were informed that no confirmation liad up 
to the present been received regarding the broadcast announcement 
that the Germans had delivered an uHimatum to Warsaw to the 
^eot that, unleaa the city waa am'rand^ed vrithi^ 18 hours, U 
be treated as part of the battle area. 

The British Military Mission was not at present in toQch vrith 
the War Office, but was bebeved to be close to tbe Boumanian 
firmtitf and to His Majaatj's Ambaasador and tbe staff of 
Briti^ Emhaa^t wito wrae, for tha time being, at Kntj. 



The War GabiiMt took note of Uie abm. 

eeent Military situation in ] 
eellor of the Excfaeqoer to ci 



regarding the preeent Military situation in Poland and 

iflvitfld ULB ChaiKellor of the Excfaeqoer to conmnmicate 
with ,Uw,Pxi 
ittdiaitediq 



that no more Aghti% had taken. place oo the W««$Dtn Front 

,.4l^;0otpost zoneB,,;:lt- 





jpo0t zooee,,; :T^^rM|^^^th^^^^: % 
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. i^-^:^. C«ipAa»c atatffd that M. bwk m knpwn to 

Attitude to bemtheSoutA-Eaal^nifxjroerof I^)lan4buttlffireinwMii^^ 

fi^BBfDgH*. tew re ganluig. the vrtiereMMNita oUier members of Um PfJish 

{^g^foH Omamment. As tha Wir Cabinet Trara aware, the Sefmtory «F 

BeJWoM: State for Foreign A5"airs had sent a telegram (No. 402) on the 

WJL (W) I7*h P^vious day (l6tb September, I83fl) to HU Majeatv"* Minialer 

ijnmab^cm/h Bucharest, UHhing him to ascertain what mmld be tfie attitiide of th* 



Roumanian Govttnnkvtl if ths Folufa Qoromment ifm to floe into 
Bouniaiiuu 

thiJ connecti™. reference was made to telegi^m No. 187, 
oated IBUi September, 1939, r&seiTsd trtxa His Maiestr's Minister' 
Sofia, stating that the Bu^arian Prime ]lini8ter.)iad iDframed hW 
that evening that be hod Wmt from a ntrp bburce in Beriin, diat 
GermaELv had wmed Bmubania MfBe 6myt ago tliat, if she allowed 
^F«iliBbQevemiMnttoentabliBh itself on, and to direct war from 
BoiHantan aoil, Oenuany would reoard this aa a bzcaoh td 
Boamaman neutrality and w^ioU ba ffafiged to lal* M^tiuH 
jkgaiuA Roomania., 

The War Cabiiiet todE note of die above Btatviwtt. 



7. 



.1 ^_»j*^tt:^ ^ **** discnssioo reoorded in Minute 3 ahovt^. 
Off WAi«r''ili^aMif Portfolio enqniiwl whether there was any iu- 
formaticm to show that the Polish oilfidds in Galicia had been efFec- 
tiTBly destroyed. A snmmary of the diacuadoa which took place on 
this matter , ia VM0nfa4 m tha QeanUJrfa stUMlu^ fib of 
CoDoluBuna. 




8. Tn Mly to a question by the Chanc^lor of the Ezchaqtii^^ 
^^HWM- ^'<^^celot Otiphant said that the Secretary of State for Fcn^n, 
SSS^rf^ ^ discussion on the preriooH day with St CMa^ 
a™** tK-WW^- A™h....-j™ . 1 ^ &™ition which wmdd^ 

ttftit^' il the Gbvormnent of the 
Siir Laocelot explained that 
approved ^ recoM prepared 
^' .Qorbiii. but that subject to 



. dtf.Ftwidl Ambasaadw, in 

iWidwr" the' Anglo-Poliah 
■Wf*^ . ' ■ .. -US^-E.. were to invade P 
.i^r. Lord Halifax: bad not 
of his, discfiaaion wiUt.'^/ 
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^l^yesly'fl 

power. 



^t,. Lord HaUfaa . had 



oh&Bi;&hS5^SSj^'i^- ■ ■ 

supplied wiltn'j^ttkupt luiomiaxion Oi me imsm<ieclj't«m&fet ttf^M 
^ thmi to ,i.iit»otTid Bag, a^d' of . their ™pt>val fr<«n the port^-^ 
much they were lying, " - 

Sir Lancelot Olvphakt said that the Foreign C^fce had ■ 
reeeDtly written to the Admiralty on tJjis point, but he undertook ■ 
^^^^^ if ;Wn^*^tkai I ^ith tl^ .^^^|Ki|^te 

.■^ftB^^«Jf^«K«i|^iEjr by the Foreign Office. Adii^K-^ 

^ai^wrs other De^A^^^^i-cokoerned,. - \i 
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'*f #^ . tile cooiw of the 'dioGusBicw iw»ded^iQ.^iU[jmito'Sft|K^ 

Bflrfrt OffloUi refaranoo w« made to mmours that BovM <|fidl4ll» ioGnat 
bant ita UaM inn prepftring to leave the country. 

Sit^Lan^toi OlMant said that there waa no coiLfirmatioa of 
nunour current the previous da^ that M- lliUifcy, the U.S.SJt. 
Al i h i wa dor in London, w« prepanog to oloae his EmbflAef . Am 
n0Ma anotbor rDmour that die Soviet Trad^^DeWaOoD in L<^ni 
were preparing to leave, the War Cabiuct would bavo neat) tele- 
gram 284, dated the 16th September, 193$, reooivod from H»' 
Majesty, a Amhaesador, Moscow, stating^ in replv to aji enQnirTfe# -^ 
the Seoretary of Stata^ that be had no inf onn^u^ that tbft SOTwt ' 
Ti^ Dda^tion were pMMdiig to lea« 

pottible thai i»rta[n oERciafe mi^t be retomiiu to tbe UASiKiS,^ 
TUOT of the falling-ojf in Anglo-Soviet trade. ' 

Ilw War OibiMt toA note of the frbove BUtement. 



10. TU C hameaUer of the Exehe^ner mqnired whether then 
waeaiyoo dBm at i on of the report pubhabed in tJw Sunday prese in 
IdflM Id ranoection with the nirrival yeaterday of the Steamship Aquitania 

IMMStMes *° York, that, prior to the departure of llutt veeael fnm 

pfttiin Id noid Southampton, the An^erican Ambaaaadiv in Londofi bad dttpatd^d 
.Mps of ^ reprtMnt^te to the tp ^xn UnitftJ SUtes frii^onala 

b^li,^^ i^^^ni*W»'rfl««iitaAipftdil^fWflfig<tfaball^^ If 
ijJMhm. report was well founded, it BUggested that the Americaa 

Arobasaador waa acting on iD»t;niatiiniB given br the Secretary of 
Slate in Waahmgton. with the object of doing ewrythuur poMiUe 
to prevent tbe United 8tole« ban beoo^w co^i^d wiflL 

-„ *r if^* ^Wp*^-^ ttM tbe For»gn Office wort n^ 
TIa Wv C^u^ took ADte itf tlw :iKb^ 




' CKCniwt tJhi^ t^<i*iA''&f -iie«d for him or oi^' 
Ij^Stanto iiec#Mlb0 their toLowUm- . . 



S^pt^mbm^. 17, ma . 





